
Getting involved with the PTA 
 

Overview 
This article explains what your school’s PTA (Parent-Teacher Association) 

does and how you can get involved. 

 

There are many different ways in which you can get involved with your 

child’s school, from helping with school trips to becoming a school 

governor, helping in the classroom or running an after-school club. One 

way you might be thinking about is getting involved with other parents in 

an association called either the ‘Parent-Teacher Association’ (PTA). This 

is a group of interested people who are working together with the school 

to help achieve the best for everyone.  

 

What’s the point of a PTA? 
PTAs can help school communities to succeed.  

They can 

• help parents to become involved in school life 

• help parents to learn more about the school 

• help teachers and parents to work together for the school 

• give everyone a sense of having a part to play in making the school 

a success 

• raise funds for the school. 

 

What do PTAs do? 
You may think that PTAs just help raise money and provide the teas and 

coffees at special events. They often do – but there are many other ways 

in which the PTA uses its energy and time to make a real difference to 

the teaching and learning in their school.  

The events are almost endless, but some typical examples might include 

• organising social events  

• organising fundraising events 

• setting up and running practical services for the school community 

• helping to organise and manage school events  

• helping to purchase items for the school (these may be small – for 

example the orange squash for the Sports Day – or large projects, 

such as agreeing to raise a specific sum towards a new school 

adventure trail) 



• encouraging parents to share their skills, for example by running 

clubs or coming in to talk about their experiences  

• supporting the policies of the school 

• giving members the confidence to become even more involved, for 

example by becoming a parent governor or training as a classroom 

assistant 

• helping ‘spread the word’ for the school through newsletters, 

posters, press releases, etc. 

• exploring ideas and suggestions for helping the school 

• helping in the classroom, for example supporting groups in art, 

reading, accompanying a school trip or regular visits 

 

One of the most important things that our PTA does is help to develop 

the kind of relationship between parents and teachers which makes a real 

difference to children’s learning. This has lead to a partnership in which 

parents and teachers talk and listen to each other, help each other and 

work together. Our PTA makes this happen, and by getting involved with 

the school’s PTA, you can help make it happen too. 

 

What PTAs don’t do 
Your school’s PTA is completely different from the governing body. It is 

not a group of people who make decisions about policies for the school. 

Getting involved will not mean that you have to start taking decisions 

about how the school teaches. 

 

Although the PTA can help make messages clear between the school and 

other parents, for example by advertising events, it is not a ‘lobby group’ 

that presses for changes in school policy. Concerns about school life from 

parents are directed to the governing body via either the headteacher.  

 

What about meetings? 
The idea of meetings can put a lot of people off but you don’t have to be 

on the committee and go to lots of meetings to get involved with a PTA. 

However, if you would like to be on a committee, there are two different 

types of meetings. 

 

An Annual General Meeting is held once a year, to which everyone in the 

school community is invited. This is an opportunity for anyone who would 

like to join the PTA committee to be nominated and elected to the post 

of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary or Treasurer etc. The rules governing the 



PTA are reviewed at this time and the previous year’s committee talk 

about the work they have done.  

 

General meetings are held, on average, twice a term and are the time 

when we plan the activities and events for all the PTA members and 

school community to get involved in.  We also share a lot of information 

about the school at these meetings and if at all possible I attend the 

meetings (They are held in the Masons Arms!). 

 

How involved would I have to be? 
You can be involved as little or as much as you like. Some PTA members 

support the school by helping on a regular basis. Others choose to serve 

as officers as mentioned above. Some choose to organise activities, while 

others prefer to support by attending all the activities or contributing 

donations to fundraising events. 

 

 

How will getting involved help me and my child? 
Getting involved with the PTA could help you to really get to know our 

school and what it is aiming to do. Understanding what the school is 

aiming to do helps parents and teachers work together to achieve the 

same thing – the very best learning for your child. 

 

How will getting involved help the school? 
Parents have a wide range of skills and experience that can help the 

school. Getting involved with the school’s PTA will give you the 

opportunity to find out about the many different ways in which you could 

help your child’s school. You will begin to know more about what is going 

on in the day-to-day life of the school and may discover that there is 

something you can offer the school that you had not previously realised 

they would even be interested in! 

 

Our school is part of the communities that they find themselves in. The 

more members of that community who get involved, the more the school 

will get to understand the needs of the community it is in. 

 

When parents, children and teachers enjoy sharing experiences together 

it helps to build a happy atmosphere in a school. It helps people to feel  

good about the place and about the work they are putting in.  

 



What should I do if I’m interested in finding out 

more? 
If you’re interested in finding out more about our school’s PTA, contact 

the school secretary or the headteacher – by phone, letter or by calling 

in to speak to us personally. We will be able to give you the contact 

details for a PTA member who can help you. 

 

To sum up 
Our PTA helps our parents to understand why the school operates as it 

does. Getting involved will give you the opportunity to help build the sense 

of community that helps Escomb School to succeed. The PTA encourages 

parents and teachers to work together on their shared aims – to achieve 

the very best for their children.  We would love you to come and join us. 

 

Keith N. Taylor 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


