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Escomb Primary School 

Homework Policy – SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
This homework policy has been reviewed in the light of feedback received from pupil and parental 

questionnaires and discussions with staff. 

 

At Escomb primary school, we believe that homework: 

 consolidates and reinforces skills and understanding in numeracy, literacy and other curriculum areas  

 helps raise the level of achievement and rates of progress of individual children 

 engages and informs parents about children’s current learning 

 provides opportunities for parents and children to work together  

 fosters an effective partnership between home and school. 

 

We value the support of parents/carers and we believe that this policy will be successful if there is a strong 

partnership between home and school which is also reflected in our Home-School Agreement. 

We recognise that all children need leisure time and hope that our policy reflects a balance so children can 

extend and consolidate their learning with parental support while still allowing ‘down time.’ 

A breakdown of how homework is structured is attached.  

This has been designed to encourage a gradual progression of skills and expectation so by the time children 

reach Year 6 they have established a clear routine in preparation for the next phase of their education. 

Most of the homework is provided for completion over the course of a week, fortnight or term so it can be 

made to fit around family lifestyles 

 

What sort of homework will be set at Escomb Primary School? 

Reading - Daily reading will continue to be given a high priority from Reception through to Year 6. Children 

across the school will be expected to read at least 5 times per week. In addition to this, children in Year 5 & 

6 will be expected to write a focused weekly comment about their reading in their reading logs. 

Writing - In writing, children will initially work on spellings and sentence level work before progressing to 

longer pieces of writing; to include short extracts / stories. 

 

Mathematics –In years 3 - 6, maths homework will alternate between ‘Mathletics’ or ‘Abacus’ activities 

(online mathematics programmes) or written tasks set by the teacher.  

In Year 1 & 2, mathematics homework will link to the Abacus maths programme used in school. 

 

Other – Topic work will link to different subject areas and might include researching information, art work, a 

model, a presentation, a science experiment or a written piece of work. 

 

NB: Homework will be differentiated to suit the needs of the individual child; either by content or outcome. 

 

How long should homework take each week? 

Current government guidelines suggest that: 

 

 Years 1 and 2 should spend about one hour a week. 

 Years 3 and 4 should spend about 1.5 hours a week. 

 Years 5 and 6 should spend 30 minutes a day, or a total of 2.5 hours per week. 

 

As a school, we have decided to adopt this guidance in determining how long homework should take. However, 

these are only guidelines and some children may want to spend longer on some aspects of homework.   
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When will homework be set? 

Homework will be set across the school on a Friday and handed in by the following Wednesday. This will allow 

children sufficient time to complete their homework either during the week or at the week-end.  

Daily reading should occur 5 times a week and be signed off by parents/carers.  

In Reception Class and Key Stage 1, children’s reading books will be collected in once a week and checked and 

changed on a specified day.   

As children move into Key Stage 2 (Year 3) there are some additions to homework expectations and Year 6 

homework differs slightly in order to prepare the children for their end of year tests and secondary school. 

 

How will homework be set? 

Each week class teachers will celebrate good examples of homework and explaining forthcoming homework 

tasks as appropriate.  

 

For writing, teachers will produce a sheet with instructions for the writing to be either completed on the 

sheet or in homework books. Once the writing is marked, it will be stored in a homework folder.  

 

‘Mathletics’ tasks will be set online via www.mathletics.com. Once the set homework tasks are completed, 

pupils will be able to access other activities and games.  

 

The expectations for topic homework will be outlined in a homework letter. Completed homework will either 

be put up on display, used as a basis for further research and/or stored in their topic books. 

 

What will happen if Homework is not handed in on time? 

If children have not completed homework, or provided a letter from a parent/carer to explain the reasons 

why, they will in general have to complete outstanding homework during lunchtimes. If lack of homework 

becomes a recurring problem, the class teacher will contact parents / carers to discuss this matter further.  

 

NB As part of Escomb Primary School’s Home – School Agreement, all parents, carers and children agree to 

complete the homework on time and to a good standard. 

 

How can parents help their children to learn and develop successfully? 
 
Any help that parents and carers feel able to offer their children at home is really worthwhile.  Helping a child 

with homework can and should be a positive experience.  The individual attention a parent / carer can give, even if 

only for a short time, can help to motivate a child, build their confidence and self esteem and help them progress. 

 

When helping a child with homework it is important to make this as stress free, constructive and enjoyable an 

experience as possible. Most children become unsettled if their parents/carers show too much anxiety over their 

progress or make obvious comparisons with siblings or friends. Make it clear to your child that you value homework 

and are interested in their reading and other tasks. Encourage and praise your child when they have completed 

their homework. It is important that homework reflects the true ability of the child. If your child is finding the 

homework tasks set too difficult or stressful, then please let the class teacher know. 

 

All adults need to remember that children make lots of mistakes.  Making mistakes is essential in order to learn.  

Mistakes do need to be put right, but not necessarily all at once! 

 

Try to provide a suitably quiet place for the homework to be done. A routine can also be useful, so children know 

when homework takes place each week. Children also work much more effectively if they are not tired.   

 

http://www.mathletics.com/
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Homework Overview for 2014-2015 

 

 

 

Year Group Homework 

Reception  Children will have a sound book/pack. New sounds will be added as the children learn them to 

be reinforced at home.  

 Children will be given a library book each week to share with parents at home. 

 Children will also be given a reading book to practise their phonic and wider reading skills. 

Each child will have a home/school reading diary for parents to record this in.  

 In preparation for new topics, parents will be asked to discuss/share ideas with their child. 

 Children will be asked to bring things in throughout the year to enhance focused activities.  

 

Year 1  Daily Reading 10 mins x 5 (50 minutes) 

 English and Maths will be sent on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday. Worksheets will be 

sent home to reinforce the learning in class. Maths may be on ‘Active Learn’ instead of or as 

well as a worksheet. 

 Topic homework will be set as appropriate. This will usually involve some basic research work. 

 

Year 2  Daily Reading 10 mins x 5 (50 minutes) 

 English and Maths will be sent on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday. Worksheets will be 

sent home to reinforce the learning in class. Maths may be on ‘Active Learn’ instead of or as 

well as a worksheet. 

 Topic homework will be set as appropriate. This will usually involve some basic research work. 

 

Year 3  Daily Reading 50 minutes (10 mins x 5) 

 English and Maths will be sent on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday. Spellings and 

Times tables: This will be set on a Monday and the children will be tested on a Friday. 

 Topic based homework relating to other subject areas will be sent home at regular intervals 

during the term. 

Year 4  Daily Reading 10 mins x 5 (50 minutes) 

 English and Maths will be sent on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday. 

 Spellings will also be given on a Friday to be tested on the following Friday. 

 Research activities relating to topic work will be given at regular intervals throughout the 

term. 

 

Year 5  Daily Reading 15 minutes x 5 (75 mins) 

 Homework will be set on the Blog on a Friday. (Children who cannot access a computer at 

home will be given a paper copy and will have the opportunity to upload their work onto the 

blog at school. 

 English and Maths will be sent on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday. 

 Spellings will be given on a Monday to be tested on a Friday. 

 Research work relating to other subject areas will be given at regular intervals throughout 

the term.  

 

Year 6  Daily Reading 15 minutes x 5 (75 mins) 

 Monday – Spellings will be given to be tested on a Friday. Reading Log will be given to be 

completed for the following Monday. 

 Wednesday – English and Maths Homework given – to be completed for Friday. 

 Friday - English and Maths Homework given – to be completed for Monday. 

 Research work relating to other subject areas will be given at regular intervals throughout 

the term.  

 


